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Fleming, Peter Operation Sea Lion 
Simon Schuster. July 323p. $5.00. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—Midsummer 


Operation Sea Lion well documented account 
the German plans invade England the summer 
1940 and the British measures meet the expected 


Written author proven ability who not only 
lived through the period describes such detail 
but who had small part some the plans, the 
book covers both the British and the German plans and 
actions during the four months immediately following 


Dunkirk. 


that four month period will probably recorded 
one the most critical the history the world, 
this authoritive account should particular interest 
because definitely answers such questions as: Did the 
Germans actually attempt invasion? Was the in- 
vasion repulsed with such tremendous loss the Ger- 
mans lead the oft quoted reports that “the sea 


was white with German Did the British 


“set the sea fire” defense What part 
did the Fifth Column play? 


The book not only answers these questions, and many 
more, but gives considerable and interesting detail 
the various steps taken the Germans, pointing out 
their mistakes and their short-comings, while graphi- 
cally portraying the measures taken the British when 
their very existence nation was stake. 


Fleming shows how the lack adequate information 
handicapped both sides, leading the British con- 
centrate initially defense against large scale para- 
chute landings which, aided and abetted Fifth 
Column that actually proved practically non-existent, 


were thought surely would the preliminary any 


full scale invasion. 


shows, too, how the Germans lost whatever chance 


they might have had for successful invasion not 
having even planned for, let alone being ready for, such 
major step immediately after the fall France; and 
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134 Fleming Koestler Langford 


how the Germans—in this one important case, least 
—were almost dilatory instead proceeding with the 
firmness and decision that marked their other cam- 
paigns. 

Two factors dominated the British actions during this 
trying period. First, course, was the leadership 
Churchill, but that, splendid was, might have 
availed little without the staunchness shown the 
British people under heavy air attacks, staunchness 
shared equally the King and Queen, the members 
the government and the masses the people. The 
organization and work the Home Guard, whom 
much would have depended had invasion actually 
been attempted, and which did such fine work during 
the air attacks, not only while the invasion was immi- 
nent, but the months that followed, well described. 


Unfortunately, the book not, the average Ameri- 
can, easy reading. all fairness the author, must 
said that many the words unfamiliar Ameri- 
can may common use England. Similarly, the 
proximity England the continent may justify the 
use many foreign words and phrases. But 
believed that the author could have attained the shade 
meaning desired without recourse such English 
words “spatchcocked,” “denigration” “zaruba” 
the French “panache,” “dégringolade” “roman 
thése,” mention only few. 


Even so, the book worthwhile contribution our 
knowledge the fateful events the summer 1940 
and should interesting, difficult, reading. 


Captain William Moses, 
United States Navy (Retired) 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Koestler, Arthur Reflections Hanging 
Macmillan. June 25,1957. 231p. $4.50. 

view the attitude adopted most western nations, 
the indifference our own people toward the question 
capital punishment somewhat surprising. few 
states have abolished the death sentence and others 
have tried abolition for short periods; but, generally 
speaking, most our citizens take for granted that 
some men and women convicted murder will 
hanged, electrocuted, killed poison gas. Mean- 
while, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Belgium, Western 
Germany, Austria, Portugal, Switzerland, the Nether- 
lands, Denmark, and Iceland have either abolished the 
supreme penalty ceased invoke it; and England 
the merits this type punishment have been hotly 
debated. Arthur Koestler’s book Reflections Hang- 
ing his contribution the abolitionist campaign 
England. Much what says not applicable the 
United States—but great deal what says ap- 
plicable; and because Mr. Koestler’s reputation 
thoughtful writer and because the cogency some 
his arguments there may soon considerable dis- 
cussion this question America. Certainly the sub- 
ject should discussed. 

Taking the death sentence actually arrived 
and carried out the concrete, Mr. Koestler succeeds 
evading explicit consideration the state’s right 
kill. true that some the circumstances which 
alleges arguments against capital punishment are 


Best 


practically inseparable from and that therefore the 
principle itself comes indirectly under his condemna- 
tion, but nowhere does take detail the abstract 
question whether the state may legitimately deprive 
criminal life. concentrates his fire the 
cability witnesses, juries, and judges, the irreme- 
diable nature the punishment, its cruelty 
failure deterrent crime. Some Mr. 
pleading seems sentimental its basic appeal, 
some repetitious, and presenting one case for 
minute analysis has selected remarkably sensa- 
tional one which has exposed with unnecessary 
profusion lurid detail. Some the individual 
tions the book, however, form self-contained and 
cogent arguments. 


these parts that the persuasive force the 
work must depend. Taken whole, the book has 
glaring defect which may alienate many readers: the 
author falls down notably his discussion free will. 
says trying fair both determinists and 
exponents freedom, but does not give clear 
exposition freedom and passes quickly the 
sumption that determinism scientific fact. Then 
ends with footnote that indicates that himself 
groping toward belief freedom under Divine 
Providence. The whole section quite confusing and 
the confusion not only unfortunate but inopportune 
—it appears just the argument apparently its 
way significant conclusion. 


When Mr. Koestler sure himself the perfect 
model the honest, able rhetorician; the cardinal 
instance which seems unsure himself betrays 


bewilderment. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
Langford, Gerald 
Alias Henry, Biography William 
Sidney Porter) 


Macmillan. June 294p. $5.00. 


Gerald Langford’s Alias Henry gives answer 
why comparatively little has been written the life 
Porter. analysis his unusual personality 
even understanding the peculiar workings his 
mind would beyond all but the most exacting 
searcher and tireless reader. possessed the imagina- 
tion and literary art produce some 250 published 
stories, but the combination circumstances that made 
his life, some imposed fate, but most brought 
personality, would have made fraction that num- 
ber remarkable achievement. The unfortunate com- 
mingling undoubted literary gifts with 
developed sense responsibility either himself 
his family and friends not unique the world 
letters, but the particular merit this biography 
that Gerald Langford has portrayed this unhappy ad- 
mixture with unusual sympathy and insight. has 
given full account the embezzlement charge against 
Porter, together with his subsequent flight avoid 
prosecution, and the later trial and imprisonment. 
has been able read into many the short stories 
Henry snatches autobiographical material, 
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flecting all aspects his experiences except, indeed, 
the three years his prison term. 

One Porter’s friends who came know him toward 
the last days his life summed his impressions 
thus: “he absolutely one the most world weary 
men have ever known not pessimistic was 
thoroughly matter fact this “world 
weariness” may said the most characteristic 
impression the last ten years his life. 


Although treats Porter with obvious sympathy, the 
author has preserved his critical sense regard both 
the personal life and the literary merit Henry’s 
work. All-in-all this biography exceptionally well 
done, and should remain the classic source for the 
knowledge William Sidney Porter for many years 
come. 

Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 

Dean, Salle College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Von Matt, Leonard and Francis Trochu 

St. Bernadette 
Regnery. July 15, 1957. 183 plates; Text. 
$7.00. 
companion volume three previously published, 
viz., St. Pius St. Francis Assisi, and St. Ignatius 
Loyola, this combination photographs, superbly 
reproduced, and authoritative brief biographical 
account the subject makes handsome memorial 
the centenary Lourdes which will observed 
1958. Effort has been made recapture the scenes 
which Bernadette Soubirous lived, the old mills, 
the narrow streets, the barren hillsides and rocky river- 
banks, the churches and convents, the cloister gardens; 
and finally the shrine erected where the apparitions 
Our Lady took place. There are, besides, many fine 
reproductions photographs St. Bernadette; par- 
ticularly affecting are photographs the body the 
Saint who suffered much from misunderstanding 
and from long years agonizing bodily pain. The 
book beautiful tribute, handsomely exemplifying the 
art bookmaking. 


Clemens, Alphonse Marriage and the Family 
Prentice-Hall. June 356p. $6.00. 


Within the past ten years books marriage and family 
life have appeared increasing number. Where pre- 
viously most treatments these subjects were sociologi- 
cal religious orientation, the newer books have 
laid emphasis their “practicality” guide for 
marital and family happiness. The present book carries 
descriptive sub-title, “An Integrated Approach for 
Catholics.” Frankly Catholic his orientation, the 
author has combined the philosophical, religious and 
scientific aspects marital and family life. 


Dr. Clemens has gone great length find the proper 
authoritative sources for his work. This once its 
greatest asset and liability. There scarcely page 
without several references. addition, each section 
literally loaded with statistical data, which, though 
edifying, makes for confusing reading. 


Von Matt Clemens Remmers Kai-shek 135 


Despite these minor irritations, the book has real merit. 
considers all the factors involved marriage, 
from general discussion marriage, dating, court- 
ship, all the way through the wedding; adjustments 
the areas sex, money matters, in-law relationships, 
etc. Essentially, all this material has ben covered 
every other book marriage. The major difference 
here the binding these elements the Catholic 
viewpoint. 


While Marriage and the Family may profitably used 
doubtful that its manner presentation readily lends 
itself the individual reader preparing for marriage. 


John Baldi, 


University Scranton 
Remmers, and Radler (Editors) 


The American Teen-Ager 
June 27, 1957. 267p. $3.75. 


The American Teen-Ager collection the Purdue 
Opinion Polls which have been conducted social 
scientists Purdue University since 1940. The ques- 
tions were asked High School students all over the 
United States. Using highly complex method 
selection, the polls come with what the researchers 
consider the “typical” teen-ager’s feelings and 
attitudes about number problems. Whether one 
agrees with the method used immaterial. Here 
bit the “Voice Tomorrow.” Thousands 
teen-agers answered the questionnaires and such 
their responses are important. 


One very clear and compelling truth emerges from this 
book. Adolescence not just period fun and play. 
Teen-agers are disturbed about problems physical 
growth, family relationships, money, fact about all 
the things that worry and disturb adults. The major 
difference that they lack the maturity experience 
handle successfully their problems and their dis- 
comfort intensified. 


terms religious values, these teen-agers are fairly 
regular church-goers, they think God omni- 
potent, omniscient and omnipresent spirit, and that 
good human society cannot built without super- 
natural help. They are concerned with the problems 
others and feel responsibility help them. 


For those who see only dark side the picture 
adolescence, this book will eye-opener. For all 
their shortcomings, (to found also adults), these 
future adults are basically rather solid, intelligent, and 
socially conscious persons. There much here make 
adults and particularly parents examine their own con- 
sciences; and also much make them proud. 


John Baldi, M.S.Soc.W. 


Kai-shek, Chiang Soviet Russia China 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. June 392p. $5.00. 

When Dr. Sun Yat-sen died 1925 left his 
protégé, Chiang Kai-shek, legacy called Three People’s 
Principles. This was Dr. Sun’s own brand Socialism 
which included the principles Nationalism, People’s 


136 Agar 


Sovereignty, and People’s Livelihood. these prin- 
ciples Dr. Sun had hoped unify China while resisting 
the encroachments foreign powers. This dream was 
never realized Dr. Sun but came close realiza- 
tion under the efforts Chiang and his wife, the 
former Mayling Soong. 


Now the age seventy Chiang Kai-shek sets down 
candid fashion the reasons why has failed his 
inherited task and why today the Republic China 
rests uneasily the island Taiwan while the greater 
geographical bulk China held the Red Scourge. 


This not the despairing confession defeatist. 
Rather there here challenge the non-Communist 
world profit from the mistakes one the few men 
the world who has met the Communists political 
and military warfare for more than three decades 
recent history. the present time Chiang Kai-shek 
has not suffered total defeat nor does expect win 
total victory alone. 


Like many national leaders Chiang Kai-shek employed 
the tactics cooperation and coexistence with Soviet 
Russia. found record complete betrayal through 
the agencies Communist subversion and infiltration 
China. The Soviet tactics were often aided and 
abetted diplomatic and political maneuvers some 
China’s most trusted allies including the United 
States and Great Britain. The American State De- 
partment, Communists America, and fellow-travelers 
America are criticized heavily for the aid and com- 
fort which they have given China’s enemies over the 
past twenty-five years. particular Chiang most 
critical the work General Joseph Stilwell and Sec- 
retary State George Catlett 
memoirs are spread the record his The Stilwell 
Papers (William Sloane Associates, 1948) and the 
account Stilwell’s béte noire, General Claire Chen- 
nault, the Way Fighter (G. Putnam’s Sons, 
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1949). The record Marshall’s work China 
treated extensively the famous American White 
Paper 1949, United States Relations with China 
(Department State) which contained the highly 
controversial letter transmittal the then Secretary 
State, Dean Acheson. 


many ways Soviet Russia China the first 
itative reply the White Paper and reply made with 
great restraint and forbearance. The contrast styles, 
however, not likely make new friends for Taiwan’s 
China. Few contemporary statesmen the non-Com- 
munist world are willing appraise Communism 
continuing and consistent evil which they have 
understood misinterpreted. Chiang Kai-shek admits 
that has been deceived dialectics and deviating 
tactics terrible expense China. his hope that 
others will admit their own shortcomings before other 
Taiwans become the last bastions free world resist- 


ance. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Agar, Herbert The Price Power 
University Chicago Press. June 11, 1957. 200p. $3.50. 


the editor’s introduction, Daniel Boorstin describes 
Mr. Agar’s point view “internationalist.” 
understand the need quotation marks 
until Mr. Agar’s work studied closely several times. 
most unusual internationalist hecause seems 
preoccupied domestic affairs the United 
States. 

Ostensibly this attempt review the world-wide 
events after 1945 which engaged should have en- 
gaged the attention the American people and Ameri- 
can Government. The reward (or punishment) for 
the United States for its participation World War 
was world leadership. Mr. Agar does not believe that 
our leaders political and international affairs have 
been adept realizing our historical destiny. there 
anything wrong the world today blame upon 
the United States. 


Mr. Agar has overwhelming fascination for two late 
Americans, Senators Vandenberg Michigan and 
Carthy Wisconsin. The former, notorious apostate 
from the ranks the pre-bellum non-interventionists, 
became paragon intelligence international affairs. 
The latter was symbolic the old-fashioned American 
who never had time interfere the political affairs 
other nations but was preoccupied keeping secure 
the political integrity his own country. 


Historians and scholars from allied fields study will 
not impressed with Mr. Agar’s pitifully weak docu- 
mentation and most inadequate bibliography. Casual 
readers newspaper headlines will startled learn 
that the non-Communist world has fared very well 
since 1945 despite the frailties American diplomacy. 
will also solace some that the Red Bear the 
Soviet Union and Red Tiger Peiping can become 
house pets Americans ever learn rationalize co- 


existence. 
Gannon, Ph.D. 
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Troyat, Henri The Red and the White 
Translated from the French Anthony Hinton. Crowell. 
15,1957. 463p. $4.50. 

Making rare excursion into novel, this reviewer has 
enjoyed most exciting adventure reading. Henri 
Troyat has chosen ponderous background for his story. 
the Russia Czarist days crumbling before the 
ravages World War the disturbances the Keren- 
sky government, and the convolutions Lenin. 
against this background are the trials and tribulations 
bourgeois family together with their friends and 
acquaintances from and out their class and 
tical persuasion. 


There remarkable balance between the momentous 
historical events and the characters this novel. 
time does either group dominate the action. This 
all the more remarkable especially when great deal 
dialogue devoted the dialectical exchanges 
Leninists and other variants Socialism. Troyat 
does falter this regard, the stilted style 
conversation attributes some the intra-familic 
dialogues his central characters. Some this defect 
may attributable the difficulties translation from 
the original French. 


The strength this novel, however, may found 
Troyat’s sensitive approach the tragedy decadent 
struggling against foreign and domestic 
enemies. But the decadency Czarism was tolerable 
for many when they weighed its faults against the pros- 
pects Socialism. The act choosing between these 
two evils, however, was not easy one even for mem- 
bers the same bourgeois family. The pathos this 
situation emphasized Troyat shows the dis- 
for adherents both sides. For some 
there intellectual and/or physical death; for others 
there the grief expatriation. There happy 


ending. 
Gannon, Ph.D. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 


Bryant, Bernice 

Future Perfect; Guide Personality and 

Popularity for the Junior Miss 
Illustrated Ruth Ruhman. June 27, 
1957. 250p. $2.95. 
slightly revised edition the etiquette volume for 
sub-teen girls, first published 1944. The scope remains 
identical: chapters appearance, clothes, manners, 
eating, introductions, school contacts, church-shop- 
movie-bus manners, letter-writing, parties and hobbies 
still remain, with only incidental changes 
ology, plus few changes content. Among the latter 
are: new ban detergent shampoos, discarding 
saline solution for the eyes formerly recommended, 
likewise discarding salt from the home dental 
hygiene, exchange black velveteen dress for the 
plump girl’s former striped costume, the go-ahead 
using “Dear when addressing firm corpora- 
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tion (formerly rejected). More changes than elsewhere 
appear Chapter XI, now called “Special Times.” 
Suggestions are now included outdoor parties and 
slumber party, well almost all the other items 
formerly covered, plus new longish section dating. 
The last named refers only the party dance date 
which boy takes girl, with his father the wheel 
the family car. sensibly and soundly handled. 
fact, those two adverbs cover the whole book and 
its recommendations. Girls from grades six through 
ten should pick some very helpful and confidence- 
building ideas from its pages. 


Callahan, Lorna Where the Trail Divides 
Illustrated Paul Galdone. McGraw-Hill. Mar. 1957. 
188p. $3.00. (Whittlesey House book). 

pleasant story for junior high girls about one aspect 
the trek Oregon, the hardships endured 
the inexperienced, physically unfit among the gentle 
and scholarly who also wanted find home the 
raw new land. concerns the teen-aged daughter 
French immigrant, who with her father had left New 
Orleans and St. Louis (where Papa’s school and music 
teaching had failed support them) with wagon 
train leaving Independence. The accidents and sick- 
ness which dogged the Watteau wagon were support- 
able, but their neighbors’ resentment “foreigners” 
and angry charges that they had jinxed the expedition 
were hard take. Papa’s quick help when Indians 
attacked turned the tide feeling and re-united the 
train. More important than the slight plot and lightly 
sketched setting are Papa’s preaching and practicing 
forebearance and co-operation, and his belief the 
new land. Simply told, with quiet restraint and with 
much dialog capably handled. 


Cervantes Saavedra, Miguel 


Adventures Don Quixote 
Translated and abridged Dominick Daly; illustrated 
Johannes Troyer. Macmillan. May 14, 1957. 256p. 
$2.95. (New Children’s Classics) 


which first appeared London, 1905, and 
which was undertaken partly exercise and partly 
attempt interest more readers the famous 
tale, since the author said suspected one was 
reading enjoying the original because its length, 
digressions and side stories. The more interesting and 
amusing parts were selected, and the translator sup- 
plied minor interpolations close gaps. The result 
continuous and readable narrative about the fantastic 
knight-errant and his irresponsible but realistic squire. 
The illusions, ideals, adventures, predicaments and 
philosophy the old gentleman and his companion 
come through satisfactorily, and the selections chosen 
follow the original accounts closely. Attractive two- 
tone illustrations are keeping with the humorous 
mood. The book will serve many high school students 
substitute for the lengthly original. may lure the 
curious better reader into investigation Cervantes’ 
own version. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore Senior High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


138 Land Gallant Cary Lauber Cook Emery 


Challenge Books, ed. Patricia Lauber 
Coward-McCann. Apr. 29, 1957. 96p. maps, photogs. 
$1.95 each. 

Jungle Oil; The Search for Venezula’s Hidden Treasure, 
Myrick and Barbara Land. Maps, drawings 
Marian Manfredi. 

Mountains the Sea; Japan’s Crowded Islands, Kath- 
ryn Gallant. Maps, drawings Walter Galli. 


Skyscraper Island; How Ships Built New York, Sturges 
Cary. Maps, drawings Walter Galli. 


Valiant Scots; People the Highlands Today, Patricia 
Lauber. Maps, drawings Donald Pitcher. 
Four new volumes this series designed for ages 10-15 
and concentrated contemporary industrial and eco- 
nomic conditions. Only such historical events are 
brought out explain the area’s economy. For social 
studies and economic geography classes, well 
voluntary exploration the intellectually curious 
junior high and up, these should interesting. 
Jungle Oil the chief topic the discovery and late tap- 
ping oil Venezuela, and the advantageous changes 
this making the lives the inhabitants. Iron ore, 
later, equally startling, discovery, comes for shorter 
treatment; bauxite and future possibilities the south- 
ern part the state are briefly considered. 
Mountains the Sea (Japan) per force less unified 
treatment and divides its pages among rice growing, 
pearl seeding, handicraft, fishing, silkworm growing, 
ship construction, with final chapter 
mental mountain farm Kiyosato Village Honshu. 
Repeated throughout the text the conclusion that 
Japan cannot feed her population and must import 
food well raw materials for industry. 
Most optimistic and original the four volumes 
Skyscraper Island, “the world’s biggest and busiest trad- 
ing post beside the world’s biggest and busiest harbor.” 
The part shipping has contributed the growth the 
city entertainingly described, but railroad, truck and 
plane are given their due. Transportation’s effect upon 
the city’s “invisible industries” (garment trade, printing 
and publishing, and food preparation) ably outlined, 
well. And the paralyzing effect the tugboat strike 
1946 briskly outlined. For the transportation unit 
the social studies class, this volume especially 
effective. 
The economic and population decline the Highland 
crofters the subject the fourth volume. Historic 
reasons for this remind the reader vividly British 
treatment the Irish. Several projects for relieving 
conditions are detailed: forestation, co-operatives, hy- 
dro-electric power, tiny factories, recovery ruined 
farm land and, Skye and elsewhere, processing 
diatomite and seaweed. 

*Science for Every Man, Gordon Cook 
Dial. May 3v. $3.00 each. 

The Fight for Food. 

Our Astonishing Atmosphere. illus. 

The World Water. 192p. illus. 
Popular science, not addressed primarily young 
people but within the reach thoughtful readers 
14-18 years, Fellow the Royal Institute 
Chemists, who also professional writer and radio- 
film script-writer. the first these volumes, The 
Fight for Food, presents concretely and factually 
and compellingly the plant the basis all human 


Best 


food, with its chemical and energy processes stemming 
directly from sun and atmosphere. Insect pests and 
their controls, viruses and fungi which make the plant 
“sick,” devices for making the soil produce more 
antly, food from the sea including algae farms, and 
synthetic foods the future are considered. Fascinat. 
ing findings collected scientists over the years 
1955-56 are offered with simplicity and lack 
tific terminology. Nowhere, perhaps, does the 
skill handling controversial theories show more 
than his discussion food vs. population. Though 
confessedly fearful that population will outstrip food 
production, goes further than “The inescapable 
conclusion that large-scale disaster can best 
avoided speeding the process stabilizing (the 
population) Africa and Asia. Any attempt intro- 
duce family limitation inevitably difficult and 
cate subject, touching the moral religious 
scruples millions people. But the other hand 
not easy defend attitude mind that can 
tolerate mass starvation with equanimity.” 


The World Water considers the ratio between land 
and water and the huge mountain ranges the oceans, 
water routes over the earth and the power engend- 
ered, animal and plant life the waters, purifying 
water for human consumption, fluoridation water 
for dental purposes, detergents and other cleansing 
agents, and the water content the 
Occasionally statement encountered which neds 
clarification amplification, e.g. (p. 92), “Sometimes 
they deep-sea fishes) can swallow other fishes 
three times big themselves.” Sirnilarly (p. 189), 
“The east coast the United States has been 
formed from land that emerging slowly from the 
sea.... present the east coast the United States 
believed sinking below the sea the rate 
two feet hundred years.” But these occur very 
infrequently. 

Our Astonishing Atmosphere discusses 
blanket air over the earth and its three parts, tro 
posphere, stratosphere and ionosphere. The origin and 
effects wind, man’s attempt fly and some factors 
which interfere with this, the oxygen-nitrogen-carbon 
dioxide components air, the aurora borealis and 
cosmic rays, each receive full chapter’s treatment. 
The whole makes admirable volume suggest 
the space-flight addict, order correct fantastic 
ideas may have picked earlier, and should 
interesting all who are conscious scientists’ activi- 
ties this geophysical year. 


Emery, Anne Married Wednesday 
Macrae. July 8,1957. 223p. $2.75. 


junior novel which focuses the problems 
ant upon school marriages. Kenny and Kay were en- 
roled Northwestern University when they decided 
marry, Kay sophomore and Kenny senior with 
three post-graduate years law ahead him. Kay’s 
parents favored the marriage and were generous 
viding Bermuda honeymoon, year’s rent 
tractive apartment, partial furnishings for the 
ment, and Kay’s former allowance $100 month— 
but the price excessive interest and much visiting. 
Kenny’s parents disapproved and cut off all funds 
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cept tuition for the first quarter. Money ran out, 
has habit doing, before the young people were 
aware it, and Kenny took series part-time jobs 
while Kay got distasteful job Marshall Fields. 
Studies suffered, and the marriage came close dis- 
solving. The author’s solution was move the young 
couple New York where Kenny got graduate 
thus removing them from the influences 
both sets parents. The writer careful show 
that comparison with other married students Kay 
and Kenny got off easy. Her chief characters are be- 
the plot moves along smoothly, the central 
situation fairly presented and one which high 
school students need think about. The query rises 
the reader’s mind, however, whether the author has 
not confused the issue shunting major responsibility 
for the young people’s difficulties their parents. Nor 
New York without help from Kay’s parents. 


Hazeltine, Alice I., comp. 

Red Man, White Man; Legends, Tales and 

True Accounts the American Indians 
Apr. 26,1957. 309p. $3.50. 
Twenty-five items, some long some short, ranging pretty 
much over the period the white man’s contact with 
the Amerind, which spite major emphasis 
the conflict between the two races speaks eloquently 
the Indian’s culture, heroism, wisdom and intensely 
religious nature. Several have with individuals 
such Father LeJeune, Pierre Radisson, Lewis and 
Clark, Sacajawea, Sam Houston, Geronimo, and Chief 
Joseph. few are fragments, only. The whole should 
encourage sympathy toward the original owners our 
land, whose property was stolen and the proprietors 
transplanted such places the newcomers did not 
want—until mineral discoveries made them desirable 
the white man, too. Though the last article (by 
Albert Britt) suggests Indian’s last tragedy that 
he, too, did not pass with the passing his tribal glory 
and pride,” the tone the book definitely not pessi- 
mistic. 


Hylander, Clarence Insects Parade 
the author. Macmillan. May 28, 1957. 208p. 


Grasshoppers, dragon flies, bugs, beetles, butterflies, 
moths, flies, mosquitoes, wasps and ants are among the 
insects presented this interesting parade. readable 
fashion, the author discusses insects general, divides 
the orders into genera and species, describes the cycle 
life through metamorphosis, their habits and habitat, 
their harmful effects beneficial uses man, the 
natural beauty some, and their ingenious methods 
living and survival. Excellent drawings add the 
book’s worth since they aid the amateur identifying 
aspecimen. Special features include: suggested read- 
ing for further investigation, classified index with 
scientific names, and chart the end papers showing 
species and illustrations each. Good material for 
biology classes, well fascinating, informative read- 
ing for bug collectors and general readers unaware 
part the order life. 
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Johnson, Harper Kenny 
Holt. May 21,1957. 190p. $3.00. 

This first book well known illustrator draws most 
its merit from its exquisitely detailed black-and-white 
illustrations. the story American Negro boy 
who accompanies his engineer father Uganda where 
discovers has more understanding and sym- 
pathy for his native land than for the country his 
forefathers and its people. The young reader 11-12 
years who perseveres the end the book will find 
has had good picture the Africa which only 
this past century made entry into world economy. 
The story Africa’s uneven growth, her jungles 
(Kenya particularly), and her various cultures, makes 
interesting reading. But Kenny slow moving and the 
stilted dialog makes for discouragement. The better 
geography student may stay with the book for the sake 
the factual information supplied. could provoke 
thought the position the Negro the world. Not 
completely accepted Europe America, the modern 
Negro Kenny discovered certainly does not fit into 
Africa’s primitive civilization, either. 


Sister Angelisse, 
West Central Catholic 
High School, 


Kingston, Pennsylvania 


*Kerns, Joseph 

St. Stanley Kostka 
Newman. May 27,1957. 278p. $3.50. 
very readable biography, freely rendered, which the 
author calls “portrait fleshed out with details that 
are only plausible,” and which omits certain traditional 
details feels are not sufficiently authenticated. 
Though dialog liberally supplied the author and 
the Saint’s innermost thoughts traced, the external 
events his life faithfully parallel those commonly 
ascribed him. very real youth emerges, deeply 
devout, dedicated the Mother God, steadfast 
the face discouragement and opposition, humble 
spite noble birth and position, and above all unsanc- 
timonious. Perhaps even more successful than the 
portrait the background which the author makes 
come alive through his subject’s mind. True, young 
people’s interest may lag the chapters describing the 
trip Vienna and the later trip Rome, but even 
these sections the author has enlivened with colorful 
incidents. fact, the depiction 16th-century unrest, 
political, religious and social, lively and illuminating. 
Indexed, with bibliography and interesting appendix 
identifying “Stanley” the accepted modern form 


Norman, Charles 


John Muir, Founder Our National Parks 
Mar. 191p. $2.95. 


For young people who have missed Muir’s autobiog- 
raphy, this excellent introduction the famous 
inventor naturalist explorer conservationist lecturer- 


Messner. 


the wilderness. Much this factual account comes 
frem Muir’s part comes from other biog- 
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raphers; some comes from people who knew him. Dia- 
log there plenty, but the author says all 
authentic, none imaginary. handles his descriptive 
scenes well, too, catching the beauty the natural 
setting which his subject loved deeply. The book has 
many values for young people: Muir’s far-from-privi- 
leged childhood, his self-education, his resourcefulness 
and drive, his pioneer work conservation, and above 
all his feeling for and appreciation the out-of-doors. 
Not speak the gratitude owe him for the 
national parks was largely instrumental saving. 


Sister Angelisse, 


O’Brian, Patrick The Golden Ocean 


Day. 1957. 316p. $3.75. 

Written one series Adventure Stories for 
Young People this excellently done fictional ac- 
count George Anson’s circumnavigation the world 
the Centurion during the middle the 18th Cen- 
tury. His hero Peter Palafox, whimsically naive son 
Irish parson, who has berth midshipman and 
who grows into man and sailor during the adven- 
turous voyage which includes doubling the Horn and 
the capture the inevitable Spanish treasure galleon. 
The historical background excellently done, there 
some delicious dialog between Peter and his man Sean, 
and the appeal both characters and story suffi- 
ciently universal make suitable for readers all 
ages. 


Pond, Seymour 
African Explorer; The Adventures 
Carl Akeley 


Dodd. May 184p. photogs. $3.00. 


Lacking the immediacy the books Carl and Mary 
Akeley, but rounding out the former’s life the former 
could not himself do, this volume will serve in- 
troduction the explorers’ own writings. 
hoped that teachers and librarians will make sure that 
junior high readers use bridge the more com- 
prehensive and vivid originals. The new biography 
simply written, with much dialog, short sentences, and 
fair balance between description and action. Mary 
Jobe Akeley relegated minor part. The dedica- 
tion, integrity, ingenuity and daring the great natu- 
ralist-explorer are capably brought out. 


Made Italy 


Toor, Frances 
May 20, 1957. 


Illustrated Earle Goodenow. 
204p. photogs., map. $3.75. 

Arguing that “Much our Western culture was born 
Italy, are indebted her for much that has 
enriched our spiritual the author surveys the 
Italian folk arts which, she says, have had second 
Renaissance since World War II. Accordingly, there 
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are chapters pottery, textiles, straw weaving, lace 
making, jewelry, leather working, glass, food and eating 
places, images the saints and amulets (she calls the 
latter good luck charms and says they are blessed 
church), decorated carts, houses and furnishings, 
cal instruments and dances, and the festival folk arts 
associated with Christmas and Easter. Though each 
has backward glance origins, the emphasis 
the contemporary status each. The chapters 
pottery, textiles and lace making have possibilities 
social studies classes. The writing clean-cut and ad- 
miring but not intimate personal. The volume 
should interesting young people Italian descent 
and classes investigating the customs and culture 
other countries. 


Helen Barnum, Showman America 
Illustrated Leonard Vosburgh. McKay. June 17, 1957, 
239p. $3.50. 

Story-biography, based the “Prince 
Autobiography, which takes the poor 
son from blue-law Connecticut through all the adven- 
tures and vicissitudes which led him fortune and 
world renown—and gave him very good time the 
process. Cleverly couched times folksy, colloquial 
language, though proceeding from the subject’s own 
mind, the book sympathetic, admiring and yet not 
blind the trickery and fraud perpetuated 
pioneer, first-class showman whose philosophy was 
“The show business illusion and hokum.” Barnum’s 
American Museum, Jenny Lind’s concert tour, General 
Tom Thumb and his romance and, most satisfactory 
all the Showman, the mammoth, stupendous, 
colossal circus, come for refreshing review. Covering 
the book does the sprawling period 1820-1891, 
not only lively, friendly account highly original 
figure but entertaining overview the changes tak- 
ing place political and social America. 


Yates, Raymond Boy’s Book Tools 
Harper. May 29, 1957. diagrs. $2.50. 
Basic information the construction, use and care 
the commoner tools found home school 
shop. Prefaced brief chapter advising the 
chase few good tools rather than many inferior 
ones, and another chapter recommending good prac- 
tice acquiring skill, the book identifies and describes 
proper use measuring devices, hammers, saws, 
drills, chisels, screwdrivers, files, pliers, snips and 
wrenches. Practical and sensible (the author does not 
hurry the novice), with safety precautions enumerated, 
the book stresses skill through practice with each 
the tools and describes how this achieved. Accom- 
panying the text generous supply illustrations 
taken from Armed Forces pamphlets and from catalogs 
the Stanley Company. 
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